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The Rowan Arts Project has continued in 
strength over the last year, producing a diverse 
range of events and activities. We aspire to 
bring quality arts events and projects to as 
wide an audience as possible, providing the 
opportunity for creative connections between 
people in the community. We seek to provide 
opportunities for people of all ages and 
interests to enjoy and experience the creative 
process as well as the end product. All this 
is possible because of key staff working to 
generate income and produce projects that 
attract an audience as well as excellent 
volunteers. Thank you, on behalf of the board, 
to all involved in The Rowan Arts Project.

Harriet Carter (née Gallagher)
Chair

Introduction

A charity working in North London, our mission is to bring the arts into everyday life through an artistic 
programme that creates connections between diverse individuals, organisations, communities and art 
forms. 

We aim to: 

produce accessible, innovative and high quality arts events and projects
use the arts to enhance the lives of the individuals, organisations and communities with whom 
we work
devise an artistic programme that engages diverse communities
forge a variety of partnerships to plan and deliver our activities. 

•
•

•
•

The size and quality of Rowan Arts’ events 
and the scope and number of our partners 
has continued to grow this year. In this difficult 
economic climate, providing access to the arts 
to those who might not otherwise have it is 
more important than ever. 

This summer we had 10,516 visits to the 
Holloway Arts Festival website from 8,122 
individual visitors and over 8,000 people 
attended an event at the festival. The 
Connecting Conversations website has 
attracted over 5,000 visitors from 85 countries, 
including Argentina, Finland Japan and 
South Africa. Many are listening to the audio 
recordings which are available free on the site 
– for example 395 listened to the recording 
of Frantic Assembly Directors Scott Graham 
and Steven Hoggett discussing their play 
Stockholm. 

Ruth Robinson
Coordinator 

About The Rowan Arts Project
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‘I learned about the world of the 
psychoanalyst while seeing my 

own creative world in new ways. Its 
legacy is the desire on my part to 

always create complex characters 
worthy of such debate.’ 

Artistic Director
Scott Graham

Connecting Conversations

‘I liked making the hats and the big 
cards and want to go to the carnival 

dressed as a big playing card.’
Shamiyah Bernard-Campbell

Aged 9
Carnival Club

‘It’s a nice friendly atmosphere, a 
great day out for kids and a chance 

for the community to come together.’
Fynn Bolger

Local resident 
Big Day Out
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Holloway Arts Festival 2009 
Over 8,000 people took part in this year’s Holloway Arts Festival, 
which ran from 25 June to 5 July and featured over 40 events. The 
festival showcased the work of local artists, brought national and 
international performers to North Islington and gave local residents 
the chance get involved in arts activities. 

Events included comedy, music, dance, films, exhibitions, 
workshops and talks. Many new local venues came on board, such 
as Blackwell’s, The Hideaway bar, Archway Methodist Hall and 
Manor Gardens Centre. 

The Big Day Out in Whittington Park, the festival’s main outdoor 
event, attracted over 4,000 people for a free day of music, dance 
performances, street theatre, short film screenings, stalls and arts 
activities. 

One of the day’s highlights was a spectacular carnival on the theme 
of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. Over 60 children from Grafton 
and Hargrave Park primary schools and Cornwallis Youth and Play 
Project wore costumes they had made in workshops led by carnival 
artist Fiona Edwards. Pupils from The Bridge School worked with 
Drake Music to compose the accompanying music, which featured 
a live performance by composer and pianist Stephen Daltry. 

Connecting Conversations 
We produced 16 Connecting Conversations events during the year, 
bringing together practitioners from the world of psychoanalysis 
with leading figures from a range of disciplines. For the first time 
the series explored dance and visual arts at events featuring 
ballerina Tamara Rojo, illustrator Quentin Blake, artist Rachel 
Whiteread and graphic designer Storm Thorgerson. 
 
We also held events with actors and directors to complement 
productions at the Gate Theatre and Lyric Hammersmith, and the 
children’s book series continued with speakers including Michael 
Rosen and David Almond. Other participants during the year 
included authors Marina Lewycka and David Grossman, and writer, 
actor and director Steven Berkoff. 
 
We developed our existing partnerships and created new ones 
with University College London’s Psychoanalysis Unit and Swiss 
Cottage Library. 

Our Projects

Marina Lewycka, Connecting Conversations 

The Vegetable Nannies - street theatre 
at the Big Day Out.
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‘The Rowan Arts Project is a vital 
part of Islington’s cultural landscape. 
As well as bringing high quality arts 
to the local area, the organisations 
events and activities give people 
the chance to discover and unlock 
their creative potential. The Rowan 
Arts Project provides a myriad of 
opportunities for residents to get 
actively involved in the arts as a 
participant, audience member, artist 
or volunteer. The Holloway Arts 
Festival is one example of the way 
they successfully bring the local 
community together through the arts.’ 
Pete Courtie
Arts Officer 
Islington Council 

‘A sense of community and place 
is becoming increasingly important 
to people, and Making Inroads 
makes us notice the qualities of our 
community. It was also fun to take 
part.’ 
Kate Calvert
Making Inroads
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Archway Open House 
A new venture for 2009, Archway Open House exhibited the work 
of 29 artists at 15 venues in Archway and Holloway during the 
Holloway Arts Festival. As well as promoting the artists’ work, it 
made art accessible to local residents by unlocking new venues 
such as the Archway Methodist Hall, local shops, bars and 
cafes. There was also a programme of talks and workshops to 
accompany the exhibitions. The pilot was a success and we will 
repeat it borough-wide in 2010.  

Urban Shots
In the run-up to the Holloway Arts Festival we launched a 
photography competition on the themes of My Archway and 
My Holloway. It attracted over 200 entries, each with a unique 
perspective on life in the area. The winners and runners up were 
displayed at Islington Arts Factory during the festival.

Making Inroads 
We received funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund for Making 
Inroads, a project exploring the cultural heritage of Holloway Road 
through the stories of people who have come to live and work there 
from other parts of the UK or other countries. 

Project leader and photographer Ruth Corney, oral history 
interviewer Tagreed Ismail and writer Caroline Graty are working 
on the project with a team of volunteers. Participants are being 
photographed with an object that connects them to the place they 
grew up, and interviewed about how they have come to the area 
and made it their home.

The photographs and interviews will be used in a book, website 
and exhibition, to be launched during the Holloway Arts Festival 
2010. The photos and sound files will also be deposited at the 
London Metropolitan Archives. 

Our Projects

Winners of Urban Shots competition
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‘Rowan Arts’ support was invaluable 
in making our 2009 festival a great 
success. We were able to tap into 

their knowledge and expertise, and  
it was a pleasure to work with Rowan 

Arts staff and interns.’
Keren Wiltshire

St Luke’s Director of Services

Big Day Out in Whittington Park
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Work with other organisations
Reel Islington Screenings 
We continued to support and promote Reel Islington Screenings, 
which celebrates and encourages the best in new film-making 
talent. Their annual film festival took place during the Holloway Arts 
Festival, and included a screening of short films, a two-minute film 
competition and a special showing of the Oscar-winning Man on 
Wire, followed by a talk by its producer Simon Chinn, all held at the 
Holloway Odeon. 

Islington Dance Festival
We supported Daniel Vais and Culture Device on a new venture, 
the Islington Dance Festival, which brought a programme of dance 
performances, screenings and workshops to Islington between 19 
June and 17 July 2009. 

St Luke’s Community Centre
We worked with St Luke’s Community Centre to help them 
produce their 2009 Finsbury Arts Festival. We advised them on 
programming and production and put them in touch with local 
artists. We also seconded an intern to them. This gave them the 
knowledge and experience to run the festival themselves in future 
years. 

Mad Hatter’s Tea Party, Holloway Arts Festival

Legal and administrative details for year 
ended 31 August 2009

Bankers
CAF Bank (UK) Limited
25 Kings Hill Avenue
Kings Hill 
West Malling
Kent
ME19 4JQ

Independent examiner: 
Steve Brown ACMA

Trustees serving during the period
1 September 2008 - 31 August 2009

Trustees
Harriet Gallagher, Chair
Loan Tran, Vice Chair
Judy Dixey, Treasurer
Zena Gani, Trustee/Child Protection Officer
Holly Jones, Trustee
Jemma McDonagh, Trustee

Coordinator
Ruth Robinson
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Income and Expenditure for 2008/09

		         2009	 2008
(17 months)

Income 		  £140,000	 £180,065
Expenditure	 £134,591	 £189,541
Surplus for year	     £5,409	 (£9,476)

Balance Sheet at 31 August 2009

                                       2009		 2008
Total assets	   £24,775	 £19,784
Liabilities		     £8,570	 £8,988
Net assets	   £16,205	 £10,796

Unrestricted funds	   £10,431	 £10,796
Restricted funds         £5,774                      -	
Total funds              £16,205	 £10,796

Income and Expenditure 2008/09 in more 
detail

Income
Core activities
Local authority grants 	 £10,000
Trusts	  £9,000
Earned income	  £10,293
Total core income 	 £29,293

Project-based
Local authority 	 £12,200
Lottery and Arts Council 	 £42,100
Trusts and foundations 	 £37,156
Earned income 	 £19,251
Total project income 	 £110,707

Expenditure
Core expenditure
Development 	 £17,703
Financial management 	 £5,187
Communications 	 £2,088
Marketing 	 £1,374
Expenses and volunteers 	 £826
General expenses 	 £2,480
Total core expenditure 	 £29,658

Project expenditure
Project management and leadership 	 £38,350
Performers and performers expenses 	 £14,674
Workshops 	 £4,134
Interviewing, recording, transcribing 	 £4,100
Equipment 	 £5,800
Recording and photography 	 £3,928
Venue costs 	 £3,579
Volunteers expenses, travel, training etc 	 £2,772
Refreshments 	 £1,962
Other costs	  £3,330
Publicity and marketing 	 £14,433
Overheads 	 £7,871
Total project expenditure 	 £104,933

Income and Expenditure
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Funders and sponsors
Arts Council England
Awards for All
Camden Council
Cripplegate Foundation - Islington Community 
Chest
Culture Ireland
Global Local and Continental Drifts
Heritage Lottery Fund
International Psychoanalytic Association
Islington Council
London Metropolitan University
Richard Reeves Foundation
Trust for London

Partners
Anna Freud Centre
Animated Music
British Association of Psychotherapists
British Library 
Byam Shaw School of Art
Freud Museum
Friends of Landseer Gardens
Friends of Whittington Park
Gate Theatre
Hampstead Theatre
Institute of Group Analysis
Institute of Psychoanalysis
Islington Dance Festival
London Metropolitan University
Reel Islington Screenings
Sadler’s Wells
Swiss Cottage Library
Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust
Wiener Library
Women’s Therapy Centre
University College London Psychoanalysis 
Unit

With thanks to all those who have sup-
ported our work including: 
Archway Market
Archway and Nag’s Head Town Centre
Managers
Arsenal in the Community
Better Archway Forum
Blackwell’s Holloway
Guildhall School of Music
Film and Video Workshop
Holloway Odeon
Islington Council
Jane Garfield 
Nash Newsagent
Manor Gardens Centre
Purcell School of Music and Drama
Whittington Park Community Association

We worked with the following schools and 
groups: 
The Bridge School
Cornwallis Youth and Play Project 
Grafton Primary School
Hargrave Park Primary School
Islington Arts and Media School 

Our interns and volunteers 
A big thank you to over 40 interns and volun-
teers who supported the work of The Rowan 
Arts Project during the year. 

Acknowledgements
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